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Small number of women with diagnosed 
HIV infection 

Perinatally acquired infection rare 

Perinatal surveillance through APSU
Describe perinatal exposure
Use of interventions

PerinatalPerinatal exposure to HIV in Australiaexposure to HIV in Australia



Perinatal HIV surveillance

Cases of perinatal HIV exposure 
1982: Sydney Children’s Hospital
1993: Australian Paediatric Surveillance Unit
1995: Follow up of women with HIV

Cases of newly diagnosed HIV infection 
State/Territory health authorities

Information sought 
Date of mother’s HIV diagnosis
Reported source of exposure to HIV
Use of interventions
• Use of antiretroviral therapy in pregnancy
• Mode of delivery
• Mode of infant feeding   



Perinatal HIV surveillance

1982 - 2005  
367  exposed children  

79 with HIV infection  
16 indeterminate 
268 HIV negative
4 not known  
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Perinatal exposure to HIV, 1982 – 2005, by 
State/Territory and year of birth
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Women with HIV infection who have had 
children by year and exposure category1
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Perinatal HIV infection, 1982 – 2005, by year of 
birth and timing of mother’s HIV diagnosis
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Summary

Women with exposed children    
Heterosexual contact, overseas or in Australia 

Women diagnosed antenatally  
Antiretroviral treatment
Elective caesarean delivery  
Avoided breastfeeding

Use of interventions associated with reduced rate 
of perinatal infection

Women diagnosed postnatally
Continuing mother-to-child HIV transmission


